
Jan Finlayson – FMC Executive Committee 

Member of: Peninsula Tramping Club, New Zealand Alpine Club 

 

I have been on the FMC executive since 2015, as president from 2019 to 2022. Some of Aotearoa’s 
most remarkable backcountry lies on my South Canterbury doorstep. 

Effective advocacy for our wild lands and recreationists’ place within them, on nature’s terms, is 
essential. Our backcountry is a theatre for New Zealanders’ adventure, camaraderie, solace, 
solitude, food-gathering, and more. It’s a vital part of our nationhood and must be protected by 
those in power. 

Holding the Department of Conservation to account over all its lawful responsibilities to recreation 
and conservation is unquestionably FMC’s main job.  

Present critical issues are: ensuring imminent conservation legislative changes are positive for 
recreation and conservation; making certain DOC’s stewardship reclassification work does the right 
thing by conservation and the public good; achieving a back-to-basics recreation reset in the public 
conservation space; and, with the advent of new Crown pastoral legislation, advocating for public 
access through Crown pastoral lease land.  

Moving into a post-pandemic phase, I see unprecedented opportunity for insistence on genuine 
sustainability in recreation, tourism, and wider New Zealand. 

The icing on the cake of being an executive member is being with clubs and supporters, at club 
meetings and, best of all, in the hills. I’ll always prioritise that. 
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