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I was fortunate to grow up tramping and climbing all over southern New Zealand. This has included 
walking the length of Te Waiponamu; grovelling up a number of our high and obscure peaks; and 
scratching over some of our more remote passes. 

Professionally, I was a resource management and land lawyer between 2012 and 2018. Latterly I 
have taken up other advisory work, in between some DOC fieldwork and local trapping. In this time 
I’ve also been chipping away, of my own accord, at policy work including national park planning, the 
Walking Access Act review, and related issues. 

This work has taught me that our conservation estate is managed by often-unaccountable officials, 
behind closed doors and sometimes without, necessarily, recourse to the relevant policies or laws. 

That’s troubling. Because those policies and laws represent the terms that we all agreed – through 
our elected MPs – would constitute our collective relationship with conservation land. Now, I am no 
conservation or recreation idealist. I know there are tough trade-offs, and only limited circumstances 
where full transparency is truly practical. But if we are again overhauling our terms, as I believe we 
are, I want that to be an open and honest re-negotiation. And I want to make a contribution, 
however small, to building any new agreement. 

I will keep on with this work, because I love our wild places. 
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