
Stu Gray – FMC Executive Committee 

FMC Individual Supporter; Member of: New Zealand Alpine Club 

I’ve climbed and tramped for 45 
years and have been fortunate to 
have spent time in many of 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s special 
places as well as many overseas  - 
so many adventures, friendships 
and challenges. In our fast urban 
and digital world it is important 
that future generations have the 
opportunity to also step back and 
experience and be challenged by 
our wild places.   

FMC is a remarkable organization 
that has achieved many things 

over the decades for its member clubs. It must keep looking forward and adapting to changes in 
community expectations while retaining core values summed up by “freedom of the hills”.  

At the heart of what FMC does is strong credible advocacy for the outdoor recreation community, 
particularly around access and conservation of those areas important to us. There are some big 
challenges, such as the process underway to classify the very large areas of stewardship land managed 
by DOC, much of which is of outstanding conservation and recreation value. The upcoming major 
review of conservation legislation will also test long-held beliefs and practices for managing and 
governing our public lands.  

I’d like to contribute my experience to FMC’s response to these and other issues. I’m a past President 
of NZAC and currently represent Oceania on the management committee of the International Climbing 
and Mountaineering Federation (UIAA) and the UIAA Climate Change working group.  Across UIAA’s 
67 member countries a common story is the critical role played by mountain and wild environments 
in people’s lives as traditional lands, as places for recreation and as vital water stores.   

I’m actively retired after a long career with Fonterra, both here and overseas. We live in Auckland and 
enjoy everything that the big city offers but loving getting into the hills from our Castle Hill holiday 
house in the Canterbury high country.        
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