
Raymond Ford – FMC Executive Committee 

Member of: Peninsula Tramping Club. 

 

My earliest forays into the hills began in the late 60s and early 70s when I joined the Hutt Valley 
Tramping Club, which gave fabulous opportunities to learn from experienced club members, and to 
venture into wild places. Living in Christchurch, I am now a member of the Peninsula Tramping Club. 

Although my initial training was in geology, living on Stewart Island in the mid 70’s awakened my 
interest in land management and environmental issues, leading to a postgraduate degree in 
resource management. I retired from my last job in natural resource policy and planning issues at 
Environment Canterbury three years ago. 

Tramping, it seems to me, is part of a long human heritage, where small groups share their 
experience, skills, and wits to face the outdoors together. Over the last year, it’s been immensely 
satisfying to see more Kiwis heading into the hills. 

We have a long history of activism to protect our wild lands. I have visited many such places and am 
grateful for the efforts of groups and individuals who have advocated and fought for their 
protection. 

Nevertheless, there is still plenty to do, in terms of protecting species, their communities, and the 
land they inhabit, and as commercial ventures seek more concessions from the backcountry. 

Joining the diverse and talented FMC team is a way I can contribute on behalf of the outdoor 
community to safeguard our outdoor heritage. 
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